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Treatment planning: Retention of the natural dentition  
and the replacement of missing teeth 

by Scott L. Doyle, DDS 

 

1. Systematic reviews have demonstrated that survival rates of endodontically treated teeth are ________ compared 
to single-tooth implants. 

a)  higher 
b)  lower 
c)  similar 

 
2. The decision to treat a compromised tooth endodontically or replace it with an implant must be based solely on 

survival rates. 
a)  True 
b)  False 

 
3. Which of the following local factors should be considered when treatment planning? 

a)  Strategic nature of the tooth as it fits into comprehensive treatment plan 
b)  Need for adjunctive treatment 
c)  Proximity to anatomical structures 
d)  All of the above 

 
4. Which of the following is false? 

a)  It is important to identify the etiology of post-treatment disease prior to considering retreatment. 
b)  Outcomes for endodontic microsurgery have improved with contemporary techniques. 
c)  Microorganisms are the primary etiologic factor resulting in apical periodontitis. 
d)  Nonsurgical retreatment is always a better treatment option than microsurgery. 

 
5. Which of the following is true? 

a)  Clinicians should make the final decision in treatment options. 
b)  General dentists are held to a different standard of care than specialists. 
c)  A tooth with a questionable prognosis should be extracted without consultation with appropriate 

specialists. 
d)  Clinicians are ethically bound to inform patients of all reasonable treatment options, explain the risks 

and benefits involved with the available treatment options, and obtain informed consent before initiating 
treatment. 

 
6. The majority of endodontic treatment is performed by general dentists with a high degree of success. For complex 

cases, referral to an endodontist with additional training and expertise may result in more favorable outcomes and 
positive patient experiences. 
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a)  True 
b)  False 

 
7. Root canal treatment is not complete until the tooth is coronally sealed and restored to function. 

a)  True 
b)  False 

 
8. Patients taking antiangiogenic or antiresorptive (i.e., bisphosphonates) medications may have an increased risk for 

developing medication-related osteonecrosis of the jaw. This may affect treatment planning for both implant and 
endodontic treatment. 

a)  True 
b)  False 

 
9. Financial considerations can influence a patient’s decision when weighing treatment options. The availability of 

dental insurance may also impact choices. 
a)  True 
b)  False 

 
10. An important factor when considering retreatment is the ability to identify and address the etiology of post-

treatment disease. 
a)  True 
b)  False 
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